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INFO OCT-01 ARA-06 ISO-OO EB-08 SS-15 INR-07 CIAE-00 
NSAE-00 L-03 SYE-00 SSO-OO INRE-00 JUSE-00 /045 W 

172207Z 092829/56 

OR 172155Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
TO FBI WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 4520 
AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 

CONFIDENTIAL LA PAZ 2016 

BUENOS AIRES FOR LEGAL ATTACHE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ASEC 

SUB J : INFORMATION RE POSSIBLE FRAUD 

1 . EMBASSY WISHES PASS FOLLOWING INFORMATION FBI FOR ACTION AS 
IT THINKS BEST. EMBASSY CANNOT VOUCH FOR ACCURACY THIS INFO. 

2. ON AFTERNOON MARCH 17, JORGE ESPANA-SMITH. A BOLIVIAN NATIONAL 
AND UNTIL JANUARY 1977 A SENIOR OFFICIAL IN THE MINISTY OF THE 
INTERIOR, CALLED UPON AN EMBASSY OFFICER WITH WHOM HE IS ACQU- 
AINTED. ESPANA-SMITH RELATED A STORY OF HIS BUSINESS DEALINGS 

WITH COMPANY KNOWN AS LONDON INVESTORS LTD WHICH HAS OFFICE IN NEW 
YORK CITY. DEAL INVOLVES PROSPECTIVE LOAN FOR $1,250,000. 

3. ESPANA-SMITH ALLEGES THAT COMPANY IS FRAUDULENTLY TRYING TO 
DEFRAUD HIM AND PARTNER (ROBERTO SUAREZ) OF AT LEAST $100,000 
THROUGH NON-EXISTENT COMMONWEALTH BANK AND ITS SUBSIDIARY COMMERCE 
EXCHANGE BANK & TRUST OF MONACO. DETAILS OF CONVERSATION CAN BE 
TRANSMITTED BY POUCH IF BUREAU WISHES, HOWEVER ESPANA-SMITH ASKED 
THAT EMBASSY GIVE HIM NAME OF APPROPRIATE FBI AGENT IN MIAMI AREA 
THAT HIS PARTNER (SUAREZ) COULD CONTACT. EMBOFF INFORMED HIM THAT 

WE HAVE NO LIST OF FBI PERSONNEL AND BEST HE COULD DO WAS TO 
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INFORM FBI HEADQUARTERS AND ASK THEM TO PASS ON INFO TO MIAMI 
AREA OFFICE. HE AGREED TO THIS. 

4. ESPANA-SMITH STATED THAT HE WOULD TELEPHONE SUAREZ WHO HE SAYS 
IS STAYING AT LIDO HOTEL IN MIAMI AND TELL HIM TO GO TO LOCAL FBI 
OFFICE (OR CALL) AT 1000 MARCH 18 TO RELATE STORY. ACCORDING TO 
ESPANA-SMITH, SUAREZ IS TO HAVE A MEETING WITH REP OF LONDON 
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INVESTORS LTD AT 1700, FRIDAY, MARCH 18 TO CLOSE DEAL. HE WISHES 
FBI INFORMED OF ILLEGALITIES HE ALLEGES HAVE OCCURRED RELATING TO 
FRAUD AND ILLEGAL USE OF US TELEGRAPH AND MAILS. EMBASSY HAS NO 
WAY OF VERIFYING ANY ASPECT OF HIS STORY. 

5. FYI: JORGE ESPANA-SMITH IS ONE OF SUBJECTS OF LETTER TO 
AMBASSADOR FROM BUENOS AIRES LEGAL ATTACHE DATED FEB 23, 1977 
LISTING HIM AS WANTED BY FBI. HE WAS UNTIL RECENTLY EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY OF BOLIVIAN MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. 

STEDMAN 
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